CHAPTER VII
The Idea of the Crusades
THE idea of the Crusades is older and more far-
reaching than those wars generally called by
the historians * the Crusades*' The idea of the
Crusades is based on the struggle between Islam and
Christendom. This struggle began since Islam emerged
to conquest in its early age. The Crusades did not
begin at the end of the eleventh century, and the first
Crusade was not fought in the plains of Syria. We
may assign the beginning of the real Crusades to the
commencement of the eighth century when the Mus-
lim forces encamped under the walls of Constantinople
threatening to traverse it to the west, and when they
poured into the plains of France threatening Chris-
tendom and the nations of the North. From the begin-
ning of the eighth century Christendom felt the appal-
ling danger which threatened it from the effervescence
of Islam and its victory in the South, and from the
advance of paganism beyond the Rhine. These com-
bats, fought between Christendom and Islam, on the
banks of the Loire, and between Christendom and
paganism, on the banks of the Rhine, were the first
stage of that severe struggle which conveyed the idea
of the Crusades. The successive combats fought
three centuries later, in the plains of Syria and Egypt,
between the Muslims and the Franks, and which
lasted for one century and a half, were only a new
phase of the general struggle.
When the great edifice of the Roman world crum-
bled, and Islam acquired the greater part of its patri-
mony, the object of Muslim conquest was not limited to
conquering lands and extending sovereignty; itjumed